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by Dan Mullear

7. DM Exotics

INTRODUCTION

In August of 2009 my wife and | were on a trip
to Thailand, and had no planned itinerary. We
had been in the country for a couple of weeks
and were trying to decide how we would spend
the latter half of our vacation. A few months
earlier | had made a new contact in Malaysia,
and had imported from him once or twice by
that time, but we had never actually met. As is
usually the case when traveling, | try to check
my email occasionally and was happy to see
an email from this exporter asking me how my
trip was going. It was then | had an idea, what
about heading to Malaysia to visit him? He was
very receptive to the idea so the very next af
ternoon we were on a flight to Kuala Lumpur.
Because he had no idea what | looked like, |
sent him a bunch of pictures of us to help him
identify us in e crowd at the airport. With
out a doubt | would be easy to spot in the sea
of people coming out of the terminal. It was
pretty strange after gathering our luggage and
walking through the waiting area and trying
to figure out which one of the mystery people
standing around was our contact. We quickly
made eye contact with one young gentleman
who smiled, waved us over and quickly said,
“Hello Dan and Apple, welcome to Malaysia.”
While it was a little disconcerting that we es.
sentially just jumped into a stranger’s car in a
foreign country, he seemed very genuine and
| quickly realized that we were in good hands.
In that short car ride with him and his brother,
we all quickly realized that we were hitting it

off really well, Over the next several days we
were given a grand tour of Kuala Lumpur enjoy-
ing the food and the culture. However, one of
those days stood out in my memory, the day
he brought us to his facility. It was on this day
that | saw one of the most magnificently col-
ored snake species for the very first time, the
Paradise Flying Snake

DESCRIPTION

This small colubrid occurs in Southeast Asia
and averages about three feet in length but it
is not uncommon to find large adult females
in the four foot range. There are five described
species of Chrysopelea (C. ornata, C. paradisi,
C. pelias, C. rhodopleuron, and C. taprobanica)
but only two are really seen in the hobby. This
would be the Ornate Flying Snake (C. ornata)
and the Paradise Flying Snake (C. paradisi)
These two species are the widest ranging in
the genus with the range of the Ornate Fly
ing Snake extending from western India to the
Philippines, and Paradise Flying Snake ranging
through much of Myanmar, Thailand, Penin
sular Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia. C.
pelias ranges from the Malay Peninsula, Bor-
neo, and throughout most of Indonesia, C. rho-
dopleuron occurs on Sulawesi and some of the
small neighboring islands in the Moluccas, and
C. taprobanica is restricted to Sri Lanka
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that only the males had the red spotting, but
this was easy to dismiss as | had males and fe-
males displaying all variations of color. For the
adults, | found that females were always the
larger of the two which is typical of most snake
species, The majority of the animals that | was
sent came in
needed a little extra attention with hydration,
more humidity for those going through shed
cycles, and also providing as much of a stress
free environment as possible.

| found that they all readily ate live house geck:
0s, and after a while would develop a feed

th good body weight but some

ing response to the point where they would
quickly go after anything | put in the cage. This
provided an opportunity to switch them over
to mice but this was with mixed results. | had
some of the |largest females switched over and
thrive for years on a rodent only diet. However,
other times where everything was going solid
for months on a diet of house kos | had lost
animals in 2-3 days after consuming their firs

mouse. This seemed to happen most often
with the smaller individuals. Since this was all
in an experimental stage, | adopted a rule that
| would only feed the smaller animals house
geckos, and the larger ones | would alternate
between geckos and mice for a time before
switching them to an almost 100% rodent diet
if my instincts were in accordance.

BREEDING

The acclimation process was not easy in the be
ginning as | was trying to figure out husbandry
practices through trial and error efforts with
animals that were not available in large num
bers. In 2013 | finally had a viable pair of ac
climated adults, and figured it was time to try
breeding. In preparation for this | had reduced
the feeding regimen on the female to one very
small meal once per week for several weeks to
simulate a dormant season. As | planned for
pairing, | took note of shed cycles so that the
timing of sheds would be coordinated between
the male and female. | increased feeding fre
quency of the female to the same sized, small
meals but now was offering three times per
week. After three weeks of this | started intro-
ducing the male and courtship started immedi-
eafter
| continued removing the male for the frequent

ately followed by copulation shortly ther

feeding of the female and reintroducing after
ward. She started developing follicles almost
immediately and things progressed unbeliev-
ably quickly. From the time | observed actual
copulation to the date of egg laying was five
weeks. This particular female was a 3-year cap
tive, had never been with a male and laid in-
fertile eggs as a solitary captive two years prior
to this. | have found that working with tropical
colubrids; food-induced cycling for breeding
works quite well and | use that technigue often
Because | could find no information on egg in-
cubation techniques for this species, | chose

to incubate the eggs at 81°F (a commonly used
temperature for incubating tropical colubrid
eggs) with a no substrate technique. The eggs all
hatched successfully afte Unfortunately,
the size of the hatchlings immediately posed a

problem as they were very small, measuring only
about 7" and very slender. | tried various food
items such as mouse parts, minnows and even
freshly pulled gecko tails hoping the movement
and scent would stimulate a feeding response. |
had no luck and resorted to assist-feeding mouse
tails which caused a lot of st Before | knew it,
I had lost all eight of the babies. After this bitter
sweet event, | found myself with another clutch of
eggs in 2015. | used my prior experience to get to
the point of getting the eggs to hatch but this time
I had planned ahead and had house gecko eggs in-
cubating and hatching right at the same time as
the baby C. parodisi

CONCLUSION

This second clutch in 2015 was incubated un-
der the same parameters as the first. The babies
hatched successfully and underwent their first
sheds after an average of 14 days. It was at this
time | was ready to put those baby house geck
0s to use. Lo and behold, they started feeding. |
kept each baby individually, on cypress mulch,
some sphagnum moss and some plastic plants,
along with various types of thin branches. | kept
a water bowl in each cage, but also sprayed a
couple of times per week to increase humid-
ity and aid with hydration. The babies were quite
alert and had great vision so hunting down their
food never seemed to pose any problems. | also
experimented by using adult house gecko tails as
an alternative when baby house geckos were un-
available. | presented these to the babies by for-
ceps and they were also readily taken. As of this
iting the babies are thriving. Hopefully this ar
ticle provides some guidance for those wishing to

work with Chrysopelea. As always, it is rewarding
to contribute to herpetocuiture, even just a very
small bit, but hopefully with this can also provide
a small foothold in the hobby for the Paradise Fly

ing Snake

Above: A typical hatchling from the first clutch. Below: Freshly hatched neonates from the 2015 clutch
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